NON-EMERGENCY USE OF EMERGENCY VEHICLE LIGHTS AND SIRENS

Non-emergency use of emergency vehicle lights and sirens is a felony. An emergency is by
the courts defined as "a sudden, unexpected, or impending situation, involving injury, loss of

life, damage to property, or catastrophic interference with normal activities, that requires
immediate attention and remedial action.

Troy Cunningham

This was a conversation | had with Bay County Sheriff Troy Cunningham on August 28th,
2024, where he admitted that when an officer turns on their emergency lights/flashers for a
routine traffic stop, which is NOT a justifiable ‘emergency,' it is a violation of the motor code.

Non-emergency use of emergency vehicle lights and sirens is a felony. An emergency is by
the courts defined as "a sudden, unexpected, or impending situation, involving injury, loss of
life, damage to property, or catastrophic interference with normal activities, that requires
immediate attention and remedial action.

Good Morning, Troy,
As the elected Sheriff of Bay County, | have an honest question for you.

When you or one of your deputies stops someone for a routine traffic stop, what is the
actual emergency that justifies the officer turning on the emergency lights/flashers?

If | go with first reaction to what | think you are asking it would be a violation of the
motor vehicle code. But if you are asking more or that isn't the question or answer
give me a call. 989-895-2025

Thanks and stay safe

MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE - Section 257.698

Use of Lights and Sirens
Emergency Use Only:
Police vehicles are authorized to use flashing, oscillating, or rotating red or blue lights and sirens only

when responding to an emergency situation. This includes scenarios such as pursuing a suspect,
responding to a crime in progress, or other situations that pose an immediate threat to life or property.



